The Plan

The vision for seven historic lands on

or near the foreshores of Sydney Harbour.
A plan to create a lasting legacy for the
people of Sydney and Australia and to
weave these special places into the life

of the city.

Australian Government

Sydney Harhour Fedcration Trust



Copyright © Sydney Harbour Federation Trust 2003.
First published 2003

This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the
Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced by any process
without written permission from the Sydney Harbour Federation
Trust. Requests and enquiries concerning reproduction and rights
should be addressed to the Director, Communications, Sydney
Harbour Federation Trust, PO Box 607, Mosman, NSW 2088 or email
to info@harbourtrust.gov.au

For more information about the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust or
to view this publication online, visit the website at:
www.harbourtrust.gov.au

Design: Harry Williamson Design Partnership

Photography: Sydney Harbour Federation Trust, National Parks and
Wildlife Service, National Artillery Museum, State Library of NSW,
National Archives of Australia, Museum of Sydney, Hunters Hill
Historical Society, Simon Kenny.

Paintings: Nick Hollo

Printer: The Image Machine

2 SYDNEY HARBOUR FEDERATION TRUST



1

19

21

29

SUMMARY

FOREWORD

Section 1. Introduction
Introduction

Vision

The Trust Approach to Planning
Land to Which the Plan Applies
How the Plan Works

PART A - PLANNING CONTEXT, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

Section 2. Planning Context

Planning in the Whole Harbour Context
Requirements of the SHFT Act
Outcomes of Public Consultation
Relationship to Other Plans and Policies

Section 3. Objectives and Policies
Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD)
Geodiversity Conservation

Biodiversity Conservation

Bush Care

Management of Native and Introduced Animals
Water Quality and Catchment Protection
Transport Management and Air Quality
Bushfire Management

Contamination

Aboriginal Heritage

Cultural Heritage

Adaptive Re-use of Places and Buildings
Removal of Buildings

Design Approach

New Buildings

Access

Consultation and Communications
Education

Open Space and Recreation

Sporting Facilities

Tourism

Working Harbour

Funding and Management of Leases
Conflicting Policy Objectives



51

53

73

93

101

137

155

165

175

177

199

245

249

PART B - THE SITES

Section 4. Woolwich Dock and Parklands

Section 5. Cockatoo Island

Section 6. Snapper Island

Section 7. Middle Head, Georges Heights and Chowder Bay
Section 8. Former School of Artillery, North Head

Section 9. Former Marine Biological Station, Watsons Bay
Section 10. Macquarie Lightstation

PART C - IMPLEMENTATION

Section 11. Implementation

Preparation of Management Plans

Supporting Policies and Guidelines

Assessment and Approval Procedures

Monitoring and Review of the Plan

Cost of Implementation and Potential for Revenue
Determination of Priorities

Nature of Future Owners and Management
Ongoing Consultation

Background Material

Section 12. Background Material

Community Consultation & Communication
Whole of Harbour

Woolwich Dock & Parklands

Cockatoo Island

Snapper Island

Middle Head, Georges Heights & Chowder Bay
North Head

Former Marine Biological Station

Macquarie Lightstation

Section 13. Supporting Studies

General References

Woolwich Dock & Parklands

Cockatoo Island

Snapper Island

Middle Head, Georges Heights & Chowder Bay
North Head

Former Marine Biological Station

Macquarie Lightstation

GLOSSARY & ACRONYMS

4 SYDNEY HARBOUR FEDERATION TRUST



The Sydney Harbour Federation Trust has
prepared a comprehensive Plan for the
future use of seven unique sites on or near
the foreshores of Sydney Harbour.

The Plan has been prepared to implement
the Trust’s vision:

To provide a lasting legacy for the people of
Australia by helping to create one of the
finest foreshore parks in the world and
provide places that will greatly enrich the
cultural life of the city and the nation.



The Plan has five main functions. It:

® Articulates the vision, core values, objectives and policies that will
guide all of the Trust’s activities

® |dentifies land-use and environmental outcomes for each Trust land
site

® Provides a framework for implementation through the develop-
ment of detailed policies, site management plans and guidelines

® Provides a process for the assessment of activities

® Provides a framework for the future management of the Trust’s
land

The Plan is divided into three main parts.

Part A articulates the whole of harbour vision and presents a set of
objectives and policies to guide the day to day decisions on the Trust
sites and to ensure a consistent approach to implementation for each
of the sites.

Part B deals with the individual sites. For each site it provides a
description of the place including the local planning context, an
overview of the cultural and environmental significance of each site,
an outline of the outcomes of consultation which has informed the
planning process, and a description of the outcomes recommended
for each site.

Part C prescribes a number of implementation processes. These provi-
sions will ensure that the Trust has a clear, consistent and transparent
set of processes to guide the implementation of the Plan.

This part of the Plan also addresses the costs associated with its imple-

mentation.

PROPOSED OUTCOMES OF THE PLAN

In broad terms, the Plan recommends the following outcomes for
each site that will guide implementation over the next few years:

® The Plan proposes the creation of a maritime village at Woolwich
Dock and Parklands with the adaptation of existing facilities for
maritime activities. In addition, the consolidation of fragmented park
pockets and a network of circuit paths would integrate the industrial
and parkland aspects of the site

® The Plan proposes the revitalisation of Cockatoo Island as a
landmark harbour attraction with the creation of maritime activities,
the interpretation of its rich colonial and industrial heritage, and the
creation of parklands and spaces for cultural events

® The Plan proposes the repair and conservation of Snapper Island’s
facilities

® The Plan proposes the creation of an exciting Headland Park at
Middle Head, Georges Heights and Chowder Bay. The Park will link
the natural and cultural assets of the site. Regeneration will double
the area of bushland, a network of tracks will link the various military
precincts, and facilities and buildings will be adapted for educational,
community and recreational uses

® North Head lends itself to be planned and managed as one entity
aimed at creating an environmental sanctuary. The Trust proposal for
the former Artillery School is for the adaptive re-use of buildings and
facilities with uses that will complement the proposed sanctuary
balancing this with public access for experiencing and learning about
the headland’s remarkable natural and cultural heritage

® The Former Marine Biological Station is to be repaired, conserved
and interpreted
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® At Macquarie Lightstation, the Plan proposes ongoing conservation
of the Lightstation and interpretative activities and tours. The
relationship of the Lightstation to nearby coastal walks and adjacent
parks will be improved.
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