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proposal with Transport for 

New South Wales (TfNSW) to 

ensure that all navigational 

and operational considerations 

are satisfactorily addressed. 

Local sailing clubs and other 

key stakeholders will continue 

to be consulted as detailed 

plans are developed to ensure 

the harbour remains a 

community space for everyone 

to use safely. 

Any detailed proposal for a 

new wharf would be subject to 

a thorough planning 

assessment process including 

formal community 

consultation.  

 

Marine ecology 

reefs 

There were mixed views about establishment 

of marine ecology reefs. A few submitters 

commented on the educational potential of 

the reefs and were excited by the proposal.  

It was noted by one submitter that the marine 

ecology reefs, as they are depicted in the draft 

master plan, would not be visible to visitors. It 

was suggested there may be other 

opportunities for marine conservation, such 

as shellfish regeneration and supporting 

oyster colonisation on sandstone remnants 

around the island.  

 

A few submitters were concerned about the 

location of the proposed marine ecology reefs 

on the northern shore. 

 

Subject to cost, the Harbour 

Trust will undertake a pilot 

project to investigate the 

concept of the reefs further, 

including location, and format.  

The Harbour Trust will 

continue to liaise with TfNSW 

to ensure that any navigational 

considerations are fully 

addressed. 

The master plan will be revised 

to reflect this. 

 

Proposed swimming 

pool on the island  

Some submitters wrote of their support for 

the pool as a desirable visitor attraction, with 

excitement expressed about this proposed 

additional harbour swimming spot and the 

If the Harbour Trust’s plan to 

introduce swimming to the 

slipway is realised, then it 

would be done in a way that is 
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opportunity for various related recreational 

activities on the island.  

One submitter proposed the pool area should 

retain a natural appearance, similar to the 

harbour swimming facility at Marrinawi Cove 

at Barangaroo Reserve. 

A few submitters also commented on the 

importance of ensuring public safety in the 

detailed design of the proposed pool. 

Engaging with Sydney Water was suggested to 

support the opening of the new swim site and 

to assist in navigating environmental 

assessments and approvals.  

sympathetic to the heritage 

values of the slipway.  

The Harbour Trust is liaising 

with the expert ‘Urban Plunge’ 

team at Sydney Water as part 

of our preliminary exploration 

of the concept to understand 

the feasibility of the concept. 

The master plan will be revised 

to reflect this. 

Conservation of 

heritage  

Some submitters wrote about the importance 

of conserving and respecting the heritage of 

the island.  

A few submitters highlighted specific heritage 

elements of importance including the 

restored cranes. They commented on the 

importance of avoiding impacts on other NSW 

State Heritage sites because of the master 

plan proposals, such as potential impacts on 

Kelly’s Bush and Dawn Fraser Swimming Pool.  

It was also suggested by one submitter that 

dedicated historical research using primary 

sources, records of colonial governance and 

the accumulated work of historians, such as 

Ian Hoskins, should be explored more fully.  

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions.  

The protection and 

enhancement of heritage and 

cultural values are at the 

forefront of the vision for 

Cockatoo Island / Wareamah, 

including for the surrounding 

areas. 

Ian Hoskins was one of the 

consultants commissioned to 

inform the development of the 

draft master plan. The Harbour 

Trust will continue its work to 

better understand the history 

and stories of the Island. 

Additionally, the Harbour Trust 

is a member of, and works 

closely with, the Australian 

Convict Sites Committee in 

relation to carefully managing 

Cockatoo Island's UNESCO 

World Heritage significance. 

No changes to the master plan 

are required. 
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Use of the 

Powerhouse 

A few submitters opposed the proposed use 

of the Powerhouse building for events, due to 

concerns about impacts on heritage values.  

The Harbour Trust is proposing 

a range of new uses for the 

island’s buildings, helping to 

bring vitality and interest to 

the place. Potential activities 

that are compatible with the 

island’s sensitive heritage 

values are carefully considered 

by the Harbour Trust, and 

appropriate mitigation 

measures are always put in 

place to ensure the ongoing 

protection of those values. 

Recognising the 

island’s maritime 

history  

Some submitters commented on the maritime 

history element of the draft master plan, with 

some concern that the full potential for telling 

the maritime history of the island is not 

realised. Achieving a balance between the 

historical elements of the island and 

showcasing the rich maritime, shipbuilding 

and dockyard history was considered 

important.  

A few submitters suggested that ship and boat 

restoration and maintenance should be 

considered on the island, supporting the 

island as a place to demonstrate and re-

establish traditional maritime skills.  

A few submitters suggested that the island 

should establish a ‘maritime heritage 

precinct’.  

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions.  

The draft master plan includes 

proposals to have the maritime 

history of the island told in 

displays and tours, particularly 

utilising the significant body of 

oral histories archival material 

gathered from the shipyard 

workers.  

Boat restoration and 

maintenance at the island is 

also envisaged, including 

partnerships to support 

maritime heritage and 

education. 

The master plan will be revised 

to better reflect this. 

Working harbour A few submitters suggested that the Harbour 

Trust should foster partnerships with non-

commercial maritime heritage organisations, 

universities and TAFE to support education 

programs on the island. It was suggested that 

the story of nautical training ships for young 

boys should also be shared on the island.  

There was concern from a few submitters 

about maintaining Sutherland Dock as a 

working marina, with submitters noting it 

doesn’t reflect the working maritime history 

The draft master plan reflects 

the Harbour Trust’s 

commitment to continuing 

maritime-related activity on 

the island. The southern apron, 

adjacent to the Sutherland 

Dock, has the infrastructure to 

support that ambition.  

The Plan also includes 

provision for a STEM and 

maritime design learning 
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of the island and further information about 

the proposal for the dock was requested.  

centre for families, and to 

interpret the history of the 

island’s schools for boys and 

girls. 

Maritime activity on Sydney 

Harbour has evolved 

significantly in recent decades, 

and will continue to do so into 

the future, and this is reflected 

in the contemporary maritime 

activity at Sutherland Dock.  

The master plan will be revised 

to reflect the Harbour Trust’s 

intention to work on 

developing future partnerships 

with compatible non-

commercial maritime heritage 

organisations.  

Proposed changes 

to Fitzroy Dock  

Some submitters wrote of their support for 

the proposal to conserve and showcase the 

historic Fitzroy Dock.  

However, a few submitters recommended 

that Fitzroy Dock should be restored as a 

working dock with a functioning caisson.  

Advice received and feasibility 

studies during the 

development of the draft 

master plan suggested that 

while emptying the dock could 

be considered to facilitate 

heritage interpretation, a 

working dry dock is unlikely to 

be possible, or economically 

viable. 

Further investigations into 

emptying Fitzroy Dock for 

display or on a regular basis 

will be made when the master 

plan is implemented, to 

confirm potential uses. 

Staging and delivery 

of the master plan 

A few submitters raised questions about the 

timeframe for delivery of the master plan, 

querying which elements would be included in 

the first stages.  

These submitters commented that it is 

difficult to provide informed feedback on the 

master plan proposals without an 

The implementation of the 

master plan is subject to 

funding availability. Once the 

plan is finalised a staging plan 

will be developed. This will be 

made clearer in the finalised 

master plan. 
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understanding of their respective costings and 

timeframe for delivery.  

Protection of native 

flora and fauna on 

the island 

Some submitters expressed support for 

conserving and rehabilitating the flora and 

fauna endemic to the harbour. 

It was also noted by a few participants that 

new plantings should be of native species and 

should reflect the island’s rugged visual 

landscape.  

A few submitters raised concern about the 

Silver Gull population and habitat, noting that 

measures have been installed to restrict Silver 

Gulls from nesting on the island since tourism 

has increased. Protecting the Silver Gulls and 

their habitat was considered important by 

some.  

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions. 

Silver Gull populations are 

widespread in the Sydney area. 

The Harbour Trust will 

continue its current Silver Gull 

management aimed at 

deterring the gulls from 

roosting on the island, 

including the ground-netting of 

some areas. This will be made 

clearer in the finalised master 

plan. 

 

Improved 

wayfinding and 

signage 

Some submitters expressed support for 

improved wayfinding and signage on the 

island. It was commented that all wayfinding 

and signage should be designed to a high 

quality and using consistent branding/style. It 

was also suggested that street names should 

be developed to reflect the island’s key 

attractions, to support wayfinding.   

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions, 

and this will be considered 

when the master plan is 

implemented.  

Improved 

accessibility 

A few submitters wrote about their support 

for the proposed new lifts and initiatives to 

increase access to the plateau and other parts 

of the island. However, there was concern 

from a submitter that the lifts would reduce 

the visual integrity of the cliff face. 

One submitter suggested the option to hire a 

buggy to enhance visitors’ experience of the 

island and to help people move around the 

island more easily and quickly, particularly for 

people living with a disability or with mobility 

challenges.  

A few submitters wrote about the importance 

of providing recreational boat and vessel 

access to the island, including for short stay or 

overnight berthing, was suggested. 

Lifts will significantly improve 

access to the plateau for 

people with a range of 

mobilities. The lifts will be 

designed to ensure they have 

minimal impact on the island’s 

sensitive heritage values and 

visual qualities.  

Access for recreational boaters 

visiting the island is  available 

at the Camber Marina on the 

southern side of the island. 

The master plan also includes 

the intention to include access 

for kayaks to the island in the 

second slipway on the 

northern apron. 
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No changes to the master plan 

are required. 

Proposed building 

and asset 

restoration 

A few submitters commented on the 

proposed building and asset restoration plan, 

expressing an interest in understanding more 

about the Restoration Workshop and Building 

154 proposals.  

A few submitters also raised concern about 

the proposed removal of some heritage 

buildings, including 118 and 142, which were 

part of the small number of buildings 

identified in the draft master plan for 

removal.  

It was suggested that alternative uses, beyond 

commercial uses, should be explored for some 

of the proposed building/structure and 

areas/zones.  

The master plan establishes 

the vision and strategic 

direction rather than detailed 

design. More detail on 

proposals for specific buildings 

will be developed at design 

stage once implementation 

begins. 

The proposed removal of low-

heritage-value buildings, such 

as 118 and 142, is consistent 

with the statutory 

Management Plan. The 

removal of these buildings is 

aimed at supporting the 

island’s heritage values and 

improving public amenity. The 

removal of 118 would enhance 

the presentation of the Convict 

Workshop buildings and 

support the creation of the 

new arrival square. The 

removal of Building 142 would 

enable the creation of a 

naturally lit atrium space 

adjacent to the Convict 

Workshop. 

A range of possible compatible 

uses, consistent with the 

master plan and the statutory 

Management Plan will be 

considered by the Harbour 

Trust. 

No changes are required to the 

master plan. 

Feedback on the consultation process 

Recognition that 

previous feedback 

has been considered 

One submitter recognised that their feedback 

from previous consultation periods has been 

The Harbour Trust notes this 

comment and is committed to 

listening to stakeholders 
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considered and has informed the draft master 

plan. 

through the master plan and 

implementation process. 

Concern that a 

broader range of 

stakeholders were 

not consulted as 

part of the 

exhibition process  

There was concern from one submitter that 

the consultation and master planning process 

had been skewed towards one group of 

stakeholders.  

It was suggested that a stakeholder reference 

group is established and that the Harbour 

Trust consider feedback from this group.  

The Harbour Trust consulted 

with a wide range of 

stakeholders both in the lead 

up to and throughout the 

public consultation. This is 

demonstrated in section 3 of 

this report. 

Accessibility of the 

draft master plan 

documentation 

One submitter commented that the format of 

the draft master plan documentation was 

unsuitable, being an online document and 

using a small font size for text. Providing the 

documentation in an accessible format was 

considered important. 

The Harbour Trust worked 

within the DCCEEW’s 

accessibility requirements. 

Hard copies of the draft master 

plan were made available at 

the Harbour Trust’s head office 

and the Cockatoo Island Visitor 

Centre. A summary document 

and a screen-reader accessible 

version were also published 

online. Members of the public 

were able to contact the 

Harbour Trust to request a 

screen-reader accessible 

version of the draft master 

plan if required. 

 

Further to the issues raised above the Harbour Trust wishes to acknowledge the detailed suggestions from 

individual submissions and survey responses. It is the intention that this feedback will be reviewed alongside 

revisions made to the draft master plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

33 

 

Feedback from engaging with young people (Story Factory) 

The table below outlines the issues raised during the Story Factory consultation and the report that was 

delivered to the Harbour Trust as part of the Cockatoo Island / Wareamah Draft Master Plan’s engagement with 

young people. For further details on this engagement, please see section 4.4 and Appendix A of this report. 

Table 7 Consultation summary: feedback from young people and response  

Issue raised Further details Harbour Trust response 

First Nations 

Connecting with 

Country 

There was strong support for the First Nations 

Connecting with Country layer of the draft 

master plan, as well as support for enhancing 

opportunities for First Nations culture and 

history on the island.  

This included suggestions for the inclusion of 

cultural spaces on the island for First Nations 

people such as workshops, dance studios and 

boat building.  

“I really like…no, LOVE the layer which 

mentions involving the First Nation people 

because they deserve to be involved as this is 

all their land. They are the Indigenous people 

of Australia and it's only right to have them 

deeply involved. The idea of involving First 

Nations is extremely important.” 

“This is definitely an initiative that should be 

prioritised. Whilst educational tours and 

ceremonies are essential there needs to also 

be permanent spaces dedicated to First 

Nations people.” 

 

The Harbour Trust is 

undertaking further 

consultation and study which 

will be reflected into the 

finalised version of the master 

plan. The aim is to further 

develop the First Nation 

Connecting with Country 

elements of the master plan. 

The Harbour Trust anticipates 

this further process will serve 

to enrich First Nations 

elements within the master 

plan. 

As the master plan is 

implemented the Harbour 

Trust First Nations Advisory 

Group will be involved on an 

ongoing basis to provide 

advice. The Harbour Trust 

intends to continue its 

research and engagement with 

a diverse range of First Nations 

community and stakeholders, 

including with Elders and 

youth. The master plan will be 

revised to reflect this. 

Native Flora and 

Fauna 

There was strong support for the proposed 

improvements to native flora and fauna on 

the island.  

“I think the idea of adding in native flora like 

the gardens would be an amazing way to help 

this island flourish and replicate a somewhat 

similar scenery to how it used to look before 

things changed.” 

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions. 
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This included a suggestion to allow members 

of the community to be involved in the 

planting of native species. “I appreciate the 

idea of native species of flora being allowed to 

flourish. I would propose that this became a 

public effort with the public receiving the 

opportunity to volunteer and help replant the 

native species. This process could act as an 

educational opportunity for both the public 

and school students” 

Convicts, Prisoners 

and School Children 

Members of the Story Factory group 

expressed support for the Convicts, prisoners 

and school children layer of the draft master 

plan. This included suggestions to prioritise 

these stories as part of the master plan 

implementation and suggestions to enhance 

the interpretation of this layer.  

“I think that all the ideas for the First Nations 

Connecting with Country layer and the 

Convicts, Prisoners and School children layers 

are amazing and that they should all be 

focused on when starting renovations to the 

island.” 

“The stories about convicts, prisoners and 

school children were very fun and engaging. It 

was very exciting to learn about the land and 

be guided through the rooms. I feel it would 

have been improved with visual aids such as 

datelines and more art which represents the 

history of the area.” 

“Include historical images of convicts and 

other people on the island” 

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions 

provided and will take them 

into consideration when 

planning the staging and 

implementation of the master 

plan. 

Proposed hotel 

accommodation 

Some members raised concerns about the 

proposed hotel accommodation. 

This included concerns that it would result in 

the island losing its authenticity, take away 

from the current feeling of the island being an 

open community space, and that it would 

impact the unique stories and history of the 

island. 

The master plan highlights that 

the island currently has a range 

of visitor accommodation 

(from camping, deluxe 

camping, apartments and 

historic houses) that caters to 

a range of budgets and tastes, 

providing the opportunity for 

visitors to enhance their 

experience of the island.  The 
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There was also a suggestion to use the site of 

the proposed hotel for creative spaces, 

including for First Nations and youth artists. 

proposed hotel is envisaged as 

part of that offering. This will 

be expressed more clearly in 

the finalised master plan. 

The Harbour Trust expects that 

hotel accommodation would 

only be considered in later 

stages of master plan delivery 

when increased visitation leads 

to greater demand for 

accommodation.  

The building envelope (i.e. the 

building footprint and height) 

put forward in the draft master 

plan is the same as currently 

provided for in the statutory 

management plan and reflects 

the envelope of the existing 

building in that location. Any 

detailed proposal for a new 

hotel building would be subject 

to a thorough planning 

assessment process including 

formal community 

consultation. 

Affordable access Some members raised concerns about the 

need to ensure that Cockatoo Island / 

Wareamah is affordable for people from all 

backgrounds. This includes travel fees, food 

and beverage options, events and venue hire. 

“I kept having this feeling that I didn’t belong 

there. Firstly, the prices are very costly. This is 

mainly focusing on the food prices.” 

“One of the factors that impact visitors most 

is food: considering the cost of travel and/or 

accommodation experiencing Cockatoo Island 

can be expensive. 

“it is worth considering the potential for 

artists to hire spaces in Cockatoo Island for 

affordable prices.” 

Entry to Cockatoo Island / 

Wareamah, like all Harbour 

Trust sites, will continue to be 

free. 

The draft master plan includes 

the provision of additional 

food and beverage options on 

the island, that are intended to 

be accessible across all price 

points.  
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A women’s Place The members of the Story Factory group 

raised concerns that the indigenous history of 

the island was not being property told around 

the island.  

This included the story of the island being 

used as a women’s meeting place prior to 

colonisation.  

The Harbour Trust is working 

with our First Nations Advisory 

Group to undertake First 

Nations cultural heritage 

research on the island. This 

work will then be incorporated 

into the interpretation and 

stories of the island as we 

deliver the master plan.  

There is currently little, to no, 

evidence that Cockatoo Island 

/ Wareamah was used a 

meeting place for women prior 

to colonisation.  

Events and 

activations 

Many members offered suggestions for 

events and activations they would like to see 

on the island and that would encourage 

people from all backgrounds and interests to 

visit the island. 

Some of the suggestions included providing 

spaces for youth arts events such as poetry 

slams, offering diverse cultural and food 

festivals on the island, hosting a regular open-

air cinema, and having public art festivals and 

installations. 

“Give us a youth arts festival. Give us a poetry 

slam.” 

“Cockatoo Island can have film/movie 

screenings. This can be an outdoor screening 

and it can be projected near the water on the 

island. It can be a whole festival theme that 

happens annually with markets to invite 

Indigenous businesses, murals on buildings 

done by Indigenous artists, a lineup of panels, 

music with singers and rappers, there could 

also be art installations and exhibitions.” 

“Food is what unites Sydney. In our 

multicultural city, we all appreciate and travel 

to the other side of Sydney for good food. 

Hosting food festivals primarily focusing on 

First Nations food, such as plants and flowers 

grown on the Island to enhance its appeal, is 

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions 

provided and will take them 

into consideration when 

planning and delivering the 

events and activations aspects 

of the master plan. 



 

37 

 

Issue raised Further details Harbour Trust response 

the invitation Sydney is waiting for. Perhaps a 

section of the Island can be dedicated to local 

food trucks and stalls every weekend, like 

Grazeland in Melbourne, which would help 

Cockatoo Island become Tik Tok famous!” 

Interactive 

interpretation 

Many members expressed their desire to see 

interactive and immersive interpretation of 

the island’s history and stories. This included 

suggestions for the use of sound, videos, and 

costumes. 

“expand the creation of engaging and 

interactive exhibits and tours like sound clips, 

videos and cosplay for making the experience 

of visiting the island more immersive.” 

“Give us interactive ways to fall in love with 

the island.” 

“add more interactive attractions so that 

visitors can more closely engage” 

“have interactive tours and displays that show 

off Sydney's history.” 

The Harbour Trust notes the 

comments and suggestions 

provided and will take them 

into consideration when 

planning and delivering the 

interpretation aspects of the 

master plan. 

Improved 

accessibility 

Members suggested there was a need to 

improve the overall accessibility of the island 

for groups with both visible and invisible 

accessibility requirements. 

This included suggestions to increase the 

availability of seating around the island, 

consider additional accessibility requirements 

to the proposed elevators, and providing 

inclusive food and beverage options on the 

island. 

“Accessibility would not mean simply putting 

in ramps and elevators but increasing the 

accessibility to the general public.” 

“Give us accessible ways to interact with the 

island. accessible food.” 

Lifts will significantly improve 

access to the plateau for 

people with a range of 

mobilities. The lifts will be 

designed to ensure they have 

minimal impact on the island’s 

sensitive heritage values and 

visual qualities.  

The Harbour Trust is also 

undertaking work improve the 

accessibility of our places 

including Cockatoo Island, for 

both visible and invisible 

disabilities. 

No changes to the master plan 

are required. 
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4.4. Engaging with young people  

The Harbour Trust engaged Story Factory to bring a group of ten culturally, linguistically and gender diverse 
young people, with connections to a broad spectrum of communities across Western Sydney and South Western 
Sydney, to the island. An overnight excursion on 10th December helped facilitate their feedback on the 
Cockatoo Island / Wareamah Draft Masterplan. Key feedback is summarised below; 

Appreciate 

During this section participants discussed the ‘layers’ from the draft master plan they most appreciated. Key 
points included: 

● Widespread support for the plans to connect with First Nations history generally and the First Nations 
connections to the island in particular; 
● Significant support for re-establishing native plants on the island; 
● Enjoyment of the convict stories which were shared as part of the tour. 

 

Critique 

During this section participants discussed the ‘layers’ from the draft master plan they were most concerned 
about. Key points included: 

● Over development: there was discontent with the idea of a hotel being built on the island. 
Participants believed the master plan should aim to maintain the history of the island and its unique 
place as an undeveloped part of the harbour; 
● Existing facilities particularly food options: students believed these didn’t suit a broad range of 
cultures and price points; 
● Audience: there were particular concerns expressed about how changes and development would 
cater to a limited, and primarily wealthy, audience. 

 

Detailed feedback from consultation conducted with a diverse group of young people, including First Nations 

participants, is provided in Appendix A.  

 

5. Next Steps 

Feedback obtained through the consultation process will be considered by the Harbour Trust in the finalisation 

of the master plan. The final master plan will be presented to the Members of the Trust for adoption. Individual 

initiatives within the master plan will involve detailed design and approvals, and related consultation. Further 

consultation opportunities to support the master plan will be promoted and advertised by the Harbour Trust. 

  



 

39 

 

 

6. Appendix A: Story Factory: Engaging with young people on the 

history of Cockatoo Island/Wareamah 

 

 

 



About the participants

Participants in this project are aged from 18 to 22 and live in various parts of Western and south western Sydney. 
These young people bring a wide range of experience and expertise, as demonstrated by their short biographies, 
below.

Atoc
My response to the SHFT’s plans for Cockatoo Island will be informed by my creative experiences and my study 
of social work. My creative experiences include book publications, film making, performance poetry and creative 
writing. These experiences will allow me to reflect on the effectiveness of the SHFT’s plans in promoting creative 
expression and innovation. Moreover, my study of social work provides a perspective on the accessibility, 
inclusivity, and cultural impact of the programs.

Nickie
My experience as a young woman of colour who grew up in Australia as her second home has led me to gain a 
unique perspective on what the Australian identity means to me and the diverse communities in Sydney. I'm 
passionate about equitable representation in politics, government, public affairs and media, which has been 
informed by my devotion to my studies in arts/law at university. As an emerging writer and artist, I navigate ways I 
can integrate creativity into my work.

Bea
My evaluation of the plans for the future of Cockatoo Island will be informed by my experience as a queer, 
disabled, and autistic poet and multidisciplinary artist from Western Sydney. My belief in the importance of 
inclusivity and the abundance of ways love manifests itself in everything influences all of my work, and this 
reflection sees no less kindness and consideration. 

Lucy
I live in Bankstown and I am of First Nations descent. I will bring my expertise in literary analysis and creative arts 
into the fold. I am passionate about my writing and First Nations mythos. I would love an immersive space to 
interact with First Nations storytelling. 

Maithly
As a young artist and a woman of colour, I will reflect on the plans for Cockatoo Island’s redevelopment through a 
creative lens, informed by my diverse experiences. Further, being a law student gives me a unique outlook on 
redevelopment, as I have studied the history of places like Cockatoo Island and the interplay between Indigenous
rights, colonialism and industrial development, through a historical and legal lens. My passion for social reform  

storyfactory.org.au                         Page 7



through law helps me understand our collective values, which informs my creative expression, and I plan on 
bringing this expertise to the project.

Ela
My experiences involve different mediums, both visual and written. I have a passion for culture and language in 
our everyday, which also greatly inspires my art practices. I am passionate about ensuring that young people 
have spaces to share their stories and voices. As an aspiring writer and performer I look forward to bringing this 
perspective from our communities.

Alisha
I am a young woman of many diverse cultures; being of Maōri, Italian and Roma Gypsy descent. As I have 
entered adulthood, learning about my cultural history and ancestors has been a great interest of mine. I want to 
immerse myself in the history of the island and the many stories it has to tell. I hope to bring a fresh mind and 
unique viewpoint to the redevelopment of Cockatoo Island.

Isaiah
With my experience as a young writer who has a vested interest in creative and performing arts, I will focus on 
accessibility, overall initiatives and infrastructure. 

Aamina
I mostly write based on what I see; and on research/background about the place. I find communication to be very 
important and would like to look a bit deeper into how people have used this place. 

Pious
I love reading, writing and learning about people as a whole and people’s personal experiences. I am a published 
author who loves writing character-focused stories. I love people and I know this love can be utilised. I would love 
to see how a space can be used to gather people, amplify their talent and birth new experiences. 

Israa
Hi! I’m Israa, 19, a child of migrants, a visible Muslim, and eager to bring my perspective as a quirky gal who is 
always open to new impactful experiences in the writing world. I am finishing my second year of social work and 
am eager to understand why and how history has brought ME and YOU here! 

Hayden
Hayden, 19, describes himself as a trans disabled writer. His previous writing draws on his experiences in “nitty 
gritty” Western Sydney, discussing things like poverty, family, love, death and letting go.
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Richard Short, Storyteller-in-Chief
Creative lead on this project

Prior to joining the Story Factory, Richard taught 
at secondary schools (English and English as a 
Second Language) in the Western Suburbs of 
Sydney. He has completed a Master of Teaching, 
and in 2014 completed a Master of Creative 
Writing at The University of Sydney. His poetry 
and prose have been published widely, both 
locally and internationally. His first book of poetry, 
Bone Ink (written under the pseudonym Rico 
Craig), won the 2017 Anne Elder Poetry Award, 
and was shortlisted for the 2018 Kenneth Slessor 
Prize (NSW Premier’s Prize). In addition, he has 
lectured in numerous tertiary courses including: 
Creativity, Youth Culture and The Arts; Integrated 
Arts and Education; and regularly leads poetry 
workshops for adults. Richard oversees all our 
writing programs and leads the delivery of our 
Special Projects.

Bilal Hafda, Story Engineer
Workshop delivery

Bilal runs creative writing workshops all across 
NSW and works with schools and community 
groups facilitating and designing workshops to 
assist young writers to find their voice and publish 
their work. He’s also a spoken-word artist and 
has performed twice at TEDx in Sydney, at the 
Sydney Writers’ Festival, and has featured at a 
number of poetry slams. He currently hosts and 
runs the Bankstown Poetry Slam, the largest 
regular poetry slam in the southern hemisphere. 
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Craig New
Operations Manager 

Craig is our Operations Manager, across every 
detail of our workshop delivery and the day-to-day 
running of Story Factory. He is responsible for all 
school bookings, Working with Children Checks, 
insurances and logistics, and enjoys strong 
relationships with schools across Sydney.

Dr Catherine Keenan AM
Executive Director and Co-founder

Cath was formerly a journalist with The Sydney 
Morning Herald, working as an arts writer and as 
literary editor. Prior to that, she completed her 
doctorate in English Literature at Oxford 
University. She and Tim McGregor co-founded the 
Story Factory in 2012 and Cath has been 
executive director ever since. In 2016 she was 
recognised for her work in community, connection 
and literacy when she was selected as Australian 
of the Year Local Hero.

Dr Catherine Keenan AM
cath@storyfactory.org.au
0402 345 309

For more information, see our website 
www.storyfactory.org.au
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Appendix 1: Participant Feedback

Engaging young people with the history of Cockatoo
Island/Wareamah

Amuor

Introduction

As a young adult, I’ll be around to experience the new development of
Cockatoo Island. Therefore, I’m approaching this review with ideas that would
drawmyself and others to the island. Especially since I live out west, Cockatoo
Island isn’t my “go to” spot in the city, so I’d like to see new attractions that’ll
bring me here.

Writing: Appreciate

Natural History
I'm interested to see what natural history will look like. I noticed there is plant
life on the island but not enough to stand out and be a significant part of the
Island. A harbour park that holds original flora would be amazing! This park
would be a great learning opportunity but also a communal space for
families. Parks and other play areas would be a fun addition. Something like
the botanical gardens would suit. The idea of having animal communities
here can pose more complications. Birds that are naturally attracted to the
flora would be fine. But wild life may be unnecessary and couldn’t compare
with existing zoos in the area.

First Nations connections with country:
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This is definitely an initiative that should be prioritised. Whilst educational
tours and ceremonies are essential there needs to also be permanent spaces
dedicated to First Nations people. These spaces can include workshops,
education and art facilities. For example, a dance studio to teach traditional
dances related to Indigenous culture. Uncle Ray mentioned that Cockatoo
Island held spaces for women to meet and commune. There is no reference to
this on the island so it would be good to restore this part of the island with
women's groups, events etc.

Writing: Critique

Dockworking, Shipbuilding and defending Australia
Is it logistically possible for Sutherland Dock to operate as a working marina
and for ships to visit? It seems like this would block off that part of the island
and limit other opportunities for the spaces. It can be made clear why the
ships would visit - is it as a display or to repair?

Convicts, prisoners and school children
How will the spaces for convicts, prisoners and the girls’ school be preserved?
Will there be the opportunity to create additional facilities? These could
include buildings for arts, plays, studios, bars, etc. They can be built around
the existing architecture or using some of the existing material. This allows for
the history of these spaces to be recognised while creating new opportunities

Writing: Full potential

I imagine a space with blossoming plants with flowers that are vibrant with
the grass. Cockatoos will laugh from the tree tops, reminding us that the
island is their namesake. There’d be parks among the trees in shady areas for
children and adult parks for older visitors. There’d be spaces for bbqs. There
could possibly be a large pool or even a beach built. As a space to prioritse
First Nation Australians, there should be education and art facilities on the
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island. Art facilities and dance workshops, art and craft making workshops.
Education facilities can include classrooms that teach Indigenous history
about this island and other areas. Art spaces can include studios for all artists
to hire. There's lots of films that can be shot here, so it would be good to have
a space that allows for other creative endeavors.

Writing: Extended Piece

I am writing as a 19 year old South Sudanese Australian. As someone who
travels to the city frequently, Cockatoo Island is not a place that would be in
the front of my mind. I’ve been here a few times for programs but outside of
that I haven’t really considered returning. I enjoyed touring around the island
and admiring the historical spaces, but outside of that, nothing struck me.
There is nothing to do on the island but tour around.

The development plans for the island are a positive step to attract visitors and
give them an experience. The island can become a vibrant island full of
natural flora and fauna. It’ll be nice to educate visitors about the flora since we
were not informed enough about it. Having parks and communal spaces will
attract families. I would love to see spaces where people can be creative. The
buildings are beautiful and inspiring. With the potential for films to be shot
here, it's a great opportunity to create creative spaces.

First Nations should definitely be a priority in the new developments.
Educational tours and ceremonies led by First Nations Australians are
essential. However, more permanent spaces for education and creativity are
great opportunities. Bars and clubs don't seem appropriate for the island, but
other night time attractions should be considered eg. outdoor cinemas,
studios, night art galleries etc.

The development plans are great! But it is essential to keep the natural history
and First Nations history in mind.
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Most importantly, work with First Nations not for them.
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Asha

Introduction

Hello, My name is Asha and I'm a young artist who thinks my voice should be
listened to because we, the younger generation, bring a lot of creativity and
consideration into things involving future development. Alongside that I
believe young people such as myself should always be given a chance to be
involved, as we all deserve the opportunity to express our ideas, questions and
concerns.

Writing: Appreciate

Honestly I think the idea of adding in native flora like the gardens would be
an amazing way to help this island flourish and replicate a somewhat similar
scenery to how it used to look before things changed.

Natural History
I really like the idea of the Natural History layer mostly because of the
regeneration of the flora and fauna here. The things being reinforced are such
an important step to creating an environment that's beautiful and similar to
how it originally looked. I’ve been told they’re planning on placing a hotel
here. Why? Genuinely that's not necessary. A hotel would ruin this place to be
very honest. Leave the place as it is. The buildings and everything are fine as
they are. And to be honest it would be quite the sore thumb.

First Nations Connection with Country
I really like…no, LOVE the layer which mentions involving the First Nation
people because they deserve to be involved as this is all their land. They are
the Indigenous people of Australia and it's only right to have them deeply
involved. The idea of involving First Nations is extremely important. It would
be wonderful if y’all gave mob some space here to do some yarning circles or
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allow them a chance to create art here, the art pieces such as traditional dot
painting and more.

Writing: Critique

I just saw the hotel accommodation part, I think that's honestly a bad idea.
The natural resonance has been damaged enough as it is. Adding in the hotel
will only ruin the island at this point, ensuring that flora and fauna continue to
thrive is the best thing plus the funds aren't so bad.

The accommodation for all doesn't sit right with me. The tents are fine to be
honest. I feel like adding cabins will broaden the market but is it really
necessary? Also hotel accommodation is so strange to me because it's just
gonna be there like a sore thumb. Instead, why not utilise the space y’all plan
to put the hotel on for creative spaces? Or spaces Indigenous people can use
for workshops with their youth?

Writing: Full potential

My Vision of the Future
In my mind, I can see plants and people, in the past and present, you know?
I hear stories around the fire, dream time stories, they tell the tales of creation
with consideration. This island thrives with the flora and fauna that lived there
before us. The spaces are filled with dances and dreamers.
Indigenous people welcomed us warmly with lore and lessons of life on this
island.
Before we’re greeted by tour guides giving history lessons opening our eyes
to everything we haven’t seen before.
There are people coming frommiles away to hear what people say
retrace the steps of those not so hidden in history
but hidden enough that we know

6



their tattoos and tall features
but not their names.

Writing: Extended Piece

I'm writing this as a 20-year-old creative, who has lived in Sydney for 14 years.
This is my first time traveling here [to Cockatoo Island], camping here and
honestly I don't know what I was hoping I’d see. The island is quite nice in
terms of the history behind all the buildings. I love how there's tents and
people are able to tour the island etc. In terms of the master plan, I really like
the idea of involving First Nation people, because their voices are extremely
important. They know the land whether we like it or not. They keep alive the
culture and connection and allow us to have a deeper understanding of the
land and lives that were here before us.

We should add a women’s ceremony area!
These are things mentioned by Uncle Ray that I think are important to
remember when we are thinking about what will happen with the space and
the hidden history of the place.

● When two stars are flickering are they speaking?
● You can’t be what you can’t see.
● Can we understand them or do we choose not to see?
● Every conversation we have is a continuation of the first one.
● Stories are gifts.
● Sustainable living.
● Ceremony, song and dance.
● Indigenous people need to be worked with, it’s essential.
● Everything is connected.

Wareamah

There will be lights and laughter,
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curious kids and tents alight.

Buildings are battered and bruised
from being old and unused,
brought graciously back to life.

The ocean sings tunes of familiarity,
tunes familiar to those kept here,
the sounds that lulled them to sleep,
do the same for us while we stay here.

Sydney’s still sincere
Sincere about protecting the land
Conserving and considering the culture
of the land and lives lived here

8



Lucy

Introduction

I am of First Nations descent and I think it is important that First Nations
voices from the past, present and future should be heard.

Writing: Appreciate

Natural History & First Nations, Connecting with Country
One of the layers I'm interested in is 3.1 Natural History, particularly because it
is restoring the island to a glimmer of its pre-existing beauty, while also
deeply acknowledging the First Nations people. This other layer is 3.2 First
Nations, connecting with country. This layer is more interesting to me on a
personal level as I am of First Nations descent and have been denied that
relationship with country. This is important as all visitors to the island,
whether First Nations or not, should be able to feel a kindred sense of country.

Writing: Critique

For the other two layers, I didn't find them all that appealing or engaging. This
alongside the idea of converting one of the dock spaces into a working
marina is also unappealing as I find the idea of doing this takes away from
Wareamah’s peaceful and naturalistic atmosphere as the island would
become too busy.

I would also like to question the issue of pricing and access within these
layers, as this could cause issues which would have a deep impact on visitors
and tourism.

I am also not keen on the proposed hotel as it would cheapen the feelings of
this being a communal space.
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Writing: Full potential

If I were to create a future for the island in the next 10 years I would have
interactive tours and displays that show off Sydney's history. I would also place
emphasis on the First Nations and Torres Strait Islander people’s equally rich
pre-colonisation culture by having Elders run tours and events about country
and cultures and how to care for both. I would redo parts of the lawn and
replant native flora to encourage the return of native fauna to the island. All of
this would be to revive the island, country and culture.

Writing: Extended Piece

I am writing from the position of a First Nations identifying uni student, 22,
and interested in my heritage and culture with aspirations to be a writer. I
have been to the island before and I have noticed a shift in the attitude
towards the island's history. I love this change as it makes for a more peaceful
feeling when you're on the island; you feel kinship.

My general view of the island is that it is a wonderful communal space.
However, it still does not cater to all individuals, their choices and culture or
dietary needs. This and the lack of tours and overall information about the
First Nations owners needs to be addressed. For you cannot talk about the
sustainability of this beautiful place without discussing soul and country.

The balance of both pre-colonial and convict history is very important to me
when considering this space. This is because it reflects both parts of my
heritage. The Harbour Trust needs to be careful, creating a space that caters
to both cultures. They also need to expand the creation of engaging and
interactive exhibits and tours like sound clips, videos and cosplay for making
the experience of visiting the island more immersive.
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An idea to investigate is to employ more engaging and interactive elements
such as: sound clips, videos or cosplay to be used in historical places. Through
adding these to pre-existing elements it will engage and educate the public.

My question to the Trust is: could you add more interactive attractions so that
visitors can more closely engage with country? How with all the tours would
the trust still express respect for the Indigenous communities while providing
a welcoming, relaxing and multicultural space?
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Hayden

Writing: Critique

I think the current state of Cockatoo Island is cool and calming, however, it is
INCREDIBLY isolating for certain customers and will not prosper if it
continues to cater to the current audience.

My first impression was that the area was cool, the area was very big and it’s
quite obvious that no one knows how to use it. It has a lot of potential. There
firstly needs to be more seating evenly distributed- there is a lot of walking,
and it does not cater to large audiences. There also needs to be safer places
for bags between tents getting ready- I was constantly scared that stuff was
going to be stolen and seeing that it would be ‘my’ responsibility if it was lost?
Very scary and seeing these smaller primary grade children walking past the
bags and gawking at themmade me not want to walk on the tours.

Speaking of children, there were groups of children punching and touching
occupied tents. I went to sleep relatively early around 7pm and a group of kids
walked past and I heard “Wouldn't it be funny if we went into people’s tents?”
and at that point, I heard the velcro of my tent open. Another kid said “Don’t,
that’s stupid” and they closed the tent velcro. This is a massive invasion of
privacy. The solution I came up with, even in my delirious sleepy state, was a
sign or method telling this…we could hang an Occupied Yes/No sign on the
front of the tent

The number on the tents are unclear. Some had numbers on them, some had
numbers AND letters on them. Also, these same kids were screaming and
talking very loudly, directly next to my tent while I was trying to sleep and
MULTIPLE people have said that kids were also being loud near tents that
were not their own at least before 6am. These experiences could be changed
with signs and expectations.
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Writing: Extended Piece 1

Another thing that I believe should be emphasised is the Indigenous origins
and information. Our group went on a convict-focused tour and we saw a
bunch of interesting things. I think it is interesting that there is so much
content on the colonial history, the boats, WWII in such a small space. I do
think there needs to be more Indigenous history. I’m glad it is in the master
plan. Our group hired an Indigenous Elder to talk about the land, its history
etc. The first few words out of the Elder’s chat was that this was originally a
woman’s place for ceremonies across multiple Indigenous clans. We were all
shocked. Not once had this been mentioned, not in the office, not on any tour,
even when asked. When our group asked about the Indigenous people and
their interactions with the convicts, they said something about a number of
deaths, then continued on as if the question wasn’t asked. I truly think there
needs to be more acknowledgement of the Indigenous history above
anything else. Also, the fact that history has been separated like that is a really
odd choice- like the natural vs Indigenous vs convict history. All the things
surely connect and interact with each other, right?

I also think there could be more of an effort for inclusion
My initial feelings about the island were positive - it seemed empty, but had
lots of potential. However, I kept having this feeling that I didn’t belong there.
Firstly, the prices are very costly. This is mainly focusing on the food prices.
The breakfast options are really limited - and to think you’re paying $18.50 for
basically the samemeal but different ways plated. Over half of our group
weren’t able to eat until late in the day because there was bacon in almost
every option, and they all cooked everything in the same pan. Those same
people were only able to eat the seafood and chips. This really excluded a lot
of people and put extra stress on the group - all which could be avoided by
having a wider variety of food. Speaking of variety, I think there should be
different kinds of cuisine offered too. Fish and chips, burgers, and pizza are
nice, but adding stuff like kebabs/snack packs, sushi, fried rice - it could be a
really nice addition to the food options. And of course, cafe’s have the ‘ideal’
menu that is self contained etc.
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But having more locations distributed throughout the island, as well as the
types AND cheaper options - mean more revenue, and thus more money to a)
pay the workers and b) continue the budget. I think more seating would be
good as well as a general rule

Writing: Extended Piece 2

When I first visited Cockatoo Island, I left the day with only one thought –
there were no cockatoos and nothing else. Cockatoo Island appeared empty,
uncultured, and a place you would visit to say: Yeah, I've been there. No
Cockatoos. This space should not be an extension of the city - but rather an
oasis away from it. Being surrounded by nature with the city in sight is
Cockatoo Island's most significant appeal - but the people need a reason to
come here. Building a hotel is not innovative or new, so it will not attract a
crowd. I, and many others, would be better off getting a beach view hotel
because it is better connected to the city. So Cockatoo Island needs to
enhance and appreciate its rich history – celebrate the stories of the past to
improve knowledge and foster reconciliation.

Nature
Instead of the current massive and empty field, the Harbour Trust should
create a botanical Garden/National Park that re-habituates the flora and
fauna lost to industrialisation and climate change. Hence, Cockatoo Island is
not an island with just seagulls. Once again, with the key focus being
education and reconciliation, Australians will learn about a piece of the
continent’s unique vegetation and beautiful birds. Further, this will help
restore some of the damage rising sea levels have brought and eventually
become self-sustainable.

Next, consider the revenue a 'secret garden' would bring. As a young person
who often indulges in Sydney's cafe, high tea and picnic culture, by creating a
botanical garden, you capture the attention of all the young adults and
families that go to regional places like Berry (The Berry Tea Shop being a
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Sydneysider favourite) and its surrounding regions to escape the city’s
notoriously fast-paced life. Especially in the age of Instagram, if you create a
beautiful escape on an island with the city in view, people gravitating towards
the Island is inevitable. To foster reconciliation, ATSI cafes should open on the
Island so the visitors visually learn history but also get to experience the
cultural/fusion food. This will create jobs in the ATSI communities and
promote a positive relationship between them and the wider Sydney
community. 

Food Festivals
Food is what unites Sydney. In our multicultural city, we all appreciate and
travel to the other side of Sydney for good food. Hosting food festivals
primarily focusing on First Nations food, such as plants and flowers grown on
the Island to enhance its appeal, is the invitation Sydney is waiting for.
Perhaps a section of the Island can be dedicated to local food trucks and
stalls every weekend, like Grazeland in Melbourne, which would help
Cockatoo Island become Tik Tok famous!

Reconciliation
During my time on the Island, we were lucky enough to have a conversation
with Uncle Ray, an Aboriginal Representative. He told us about his culture,
how he views and what he practices to respect the land, and his empowering
views on language. I think having this conversation is essential for every
young Australian. Personally, I wish I had an Uncle Ray who shared his
resilient and positive outlook on the future, instead of a teacher who simply
recounted the terrible history of Native Australians in a couple of terms over 18
years. How can we reconcile and expect future generations to understand if
they have never seen or spoken to a First Nations Australian? The Australian
government should introduce a mandatory program where students in year 6
or 7 travel to Cockatoo Island and are educated on its history - how women,
warriors in ATSI culture who act as a shield for the tribe, would gather to
perform ceremonies. During the excursion, these students should converse
with people like Ray. Further, interactive activities created by ATSI
communities will leave students with experiences, knowledge, and
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understanding that no classroom or teacher can provide. This will create jobs,
and a partnership with NSW Education will increase revenue.

Overall, through these changes, Cockatoo Island will attain a remarkable and
unique identity. It will become self-sustainable and leave Sydneysiders,
weekenders, and future generations with experiences they will never forget.
Further, the involvement of the ATSI community will rehabilitate Sydney’s
relationship with its native people and acknowledge First Nations history.
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Ela

Writing: Appreciate

First Nations Connecting with Country
First Nations connecting with country. On first glance at the island, the
Indigenous people and their connection to this land doesn’t seem to be
celebrated enough. Only the mirror mosaic and a little Acknowledgement of
Country on a board. Some storytelling from Elders would be beautiful, also
the tour guide didn’t touch on the Indigenous history. If they could develop
their knowledge on that, that would be great. It’s important to preserve this
connection and culture, and this can be done in many ways.

Convicts, prisoners and school children
On a tour of the island the tour guide mentioned the convict history which
was kind of fascinating but she wasn’t able to answer many of our questions,
her knowledge was limited. But there was one story of a convict escaping
which was badass where he swam over with a man who had drowned along
the way, and his wife Mary Ann Bugg was on the other side waiting with a
white horse. I think we should hold an annual event, a fundraiser, where
people sign up to swim the same route from one side to the other. It can be a
fun activity and can also challenge people into experiencing what it must’ve
been like for the convict to escape.

Writing: Full potential

I don’t think we should add any buildings or hotels or anything too industrial. I
like the simplicity of glamping/camping. I think we’ll lose the special feeling of
this island if it gets too modernised. I think we should have a swimming area!
Like working with nature, not a pool that destroys and takes away from what’s
already here. Paddle boarding and canoeing would be a good activity here as
well.
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After having a talk with Uncle Ray Weatherall, I realised that storytelling is
very important. [First Nations people] have passed on their culture through
generations - to come here and not have any of that celebrated is really
disappointing. We shouldn’t rely on the Indigenous people to be the tour
guides. For example, with their permission and blessing, we should be
passing this on to the visitors. Uncle Ray said to not speak for them but work
with them, share their intention and go on that journey together. We can give
you all these ideas but they mean nothing if we don’t do it correctly and with
intention. Aunty Rhonda Dixon Grovener is also a great woman we should
consult. We should connect with them through culture and what’s most
comfortable to them. I’ve learnt that questions aren’t really the way First
Nations people generally communicate. Connect with them and build
relationships on a personal level. Through land, culture, food and language,
make the intentions clear that we want to work with them collaboratively. It’s
a disservice to the First Nations people and their ancestors to do anything to
the land that they have cared for, protected, and looked after for thousands of
years, without ensuring we understand first, that’s something that we should
always honour; sincere intentions are what keeps this respect, without that it
would never work.

Writing: Extended Piece

When you asked us (a group of young people and writers) to come to this
island and share our thoughts, you’ll find that many of us come from different
walks of life. We live in different parts of Sydney, different upbringings,
schools, nationalities, religions and we all connect through our love of art,
writing, poetry and culture. Some of us have our own connection with culture,
land, and mother tongue; that we enjoy connecting through and sharing.
Some of us are first/second/third generation.

We understand first hand the importance of passing on culture, language,
and connecting with land and, most importantly, belonging and community.
It’s the biggest thing that inspires our art and our everyday life. It’s the things
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that keep us grounded. Uncle Ray said that we have two things that are
completely ours; our identity and our culture, everything else is gifted to us.

We understand and feel the displacement, oppression and hurt on a small
level with the Indigenous people all around the world. So when we visit a
beautiful land like Cockatoo Island we are, by nature, naturally drawn to
learning and understanding the history but also current practices that are
being done by Indigenous people. When we see it not being celebrated, it
feels really disappointing, that’s what we gathered from our time here. We
got here Friday morning, had two tours about the ship building and convicts,
and we walked through the whole island and explored ourselves as well. But
it still felt like there was something missing. Saturday morning we had the
honour of speaking with Uncle Ray, which tied in what we were really looking
for. Friday was a representation of how the island is currently being portrayed
and marketed, and Saturday morning was a glimpse of what the island
should be.

We’re a very multicultural country where our so-called leaders love to claim
and mention that multiculturalism is our greatest strength, but as the young
people from these communities, we don’t feel this is being valued by our
government, but just words they like to claim and repeat. There’s no action. I
appreciate you asking for our views, but what we really would love is to be
given more platforms like this. Give us a microphone and a stage, and we’ll
speak our messages through poetry and other forms of art. Perhaps this can
be an event that takes place on this island. Please come with open ears and
open hearts, and listen to what we want to say and what’s important to us.

Cockatoo Island can have film/movie screenings. This can be an outdoor
screening and it can be projected near the water on the island. It can be a
whole festival theme that happens annually with markets to invite
Indigenous businesses, murals on buildings done by Indigenous artists, a line
up of panels, music with singers and rappers, there could also be art
installations and exhibitions. Art is a beautiful way for them to express
themselves and keep their stories alive.
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Isaiah

Introduction

I like to think I represent the average person: A third generation refugee, the
first of which to attend university. But as a writer and someone with a vested
interest in the arts and spaces that support both the average person and the
arts, I do think I can offer unique insights into how these spaces can be used.

Writing: Appreciate

Dockworking, shipbuilding and defending Australia
The industrial history of the island offers people a look into the intricate
history of industrial action both on the island and across Australia. It can
provide (brief) insights into a relatively obscure history of the working class. I
think Cockatoo Island is uniquely equipped to handle this and do so in a
manner that honours those who came before.

First Nations Connecting with Country
The same can be said of Indigenous history, where sites like the island can
hold cultural and historical importance. In fact, the Indigenous and industrial
history is a shared one, where we can see the unique circumstances of
Australia’s history come into play.

Writing: Critique

The Harbour Trust should be careful to not focus on monetising the island’s
resources and beauty to ‘broaden the market’ for tourism. It should be
marketed as a site where people can honour the different histories of the
island, not as a hotel or resort.
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