Sydney Harbour Federation Trust
Guide to the Planning, Application and Assessment Process

Leasing / event application and
pre-lodgment of planning application

Assessment of planning application

Determination of planning application,
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Leasing / Event Applications

Harbour Trust Tenant Selection Committee
or Executive Director considers leasing or
event proposal

Decision is informed by advice from
planning, heritage and other Harbour
Trust subject matter experts

Existing lessees and licensees wishing to
undertake works should discuss if approval
via this process and/or a change to their
existing lease/licence is required

Planning Guide

Most leasing or licencing proposals for
Harbour Trust land that involve a change

of building use, any works (however minor),
and some events, will require lodgement of a
planning application (DA) to the Harbour Trust

Optional preliminary discussion regarding
potential planning application

All events need to provide detailed plans
as part of their proposed event with the
licence agreement, even if a DA is not
required

Harbour Trust

Pre-lodgement Meeting

To be attended by tenant/event organiser
and their building/design representatives,
Harbour Trust planners, events and/or
property teams

Meeting to be held within 5 working days
of request

Planning Process and
Requirements

Harbour Trust to provide information
about the planning process and lodgement
requirements to applicant

Information is generally provided to
applicant within 10 working days of
pre-lodgement meeting
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ASSESSMENT TIMEFRAMES: If a proposal changes substantially during the
assessment process, or if additional information is required, the assessment
process including timeframes will pause or re-start i.e. the assessment
“clock” will stop. Applications may need to be withdrawn and re-submitted.

Standard applications include Complex applications include
signage, minor office fitouts, complex or extensive works,
installation of partitions, new applications that are placed on public
plumbing/electrical services, exhibition, change or intensification
minimal changes to original of building use, new food and
building fabric, no change of beverage, bushfire considerations,
building use. likely impact on heritage fabric.

Applications may be referred to the Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999. Feedback may be sought from other agencies on applications involving
liquor, childcare, or impacts beyond Harbour Trust land e.g. bushland, waterways
or the atmosphere.
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