
 

  
 

 
 
 

Sub Base Platypus nears completion with final design plans for 
the Torpedo Factory 

8 June 2021  
 
 
The next  stage o f  Sub Base Platypus,  one of  Sydney’s  h idden foreshore gems,  i s  n ear ing 
complet ion ,  with  the Harbour Trust  re leas ing the f inal  look  and feel  for  the renewal  of  the 
Torpedo Factory .  
 
Sub Bas e P latypus,  managed by the Harbour  Trust ,  is  current ly  being  transformed into a  
contemporary  p lace for  community  recreat ion and work ,  a fter  spend ing  the bes t  part  o f  150 
years  as  a  gas work s ,  Torpedo Factory  and submarine bas e.   
 
The Torpedo Factor y  is  the largest  bu i ld ing  at  the s i te ,  constructed in  the ear ly  1940s  to  house 
of f ices  and faci l i t ies  for  naval  s ta ff ,  with  a  large  factory  for  torpedo manufacture  and 
maintenance.  
 
Th is  f ina l  s tage of  the renewal  works  program wi l l  de l iver  a  new fores hore park,  pub l ic  access  
improvements ,  a  welcoming entry  and new pub l ic  spaces  re - imagined and act ivated .   
 
The Cha ir  o f  the Harbour Trust ,  Joseph Carrozz i ,  sa id  the f ina l  des ign for  the Torpedo Factory  
was  the la tes t  insta lment into the rev ita l isat ion of  the h is tor ic  s i te,  which k icked of f  in  2010 
with  a  s ign i f i cant  program of  remediat ion  and decontaminat ion  works .  
 
“Since we opened the s i te up  to the pub l ic  in  2018 ,  we have worked  c los ely  with  our  
neighbours  and the wider  community  to  develop  the appropr iate p lans  for  the Torpedo 
Factory ,  which is  the larges t  bui ld ing on the s ite ,”  Mr  Carrozz i  sa id.  
 
“Last  year,  we held  community  consu ltat ion over  a  four  week  per iod and had st rong  
engagement  in  the process ,  which is  a  tes tament to  the connect ion the local  community  has  
with  the s ite,  someth ing  we have taken into account  i n  the des ign ,  with  a  mix  o f  open space 
and urban parkland.  
 
“Sub Bas e P latypus  is  an  important  h istor ica l  s i te,  wi th  a  long and proud submariner  and  
industr ia l  her itage  and s ign if icance to the Cammerayga l  peop le .  The new pub l ic  space wi l l  
pres ent  the story  and history  o f  the  p lace’s  F i rst  Nat ion s ,  industr ia l  and  h istory  related to 
torpedo manufactur ing and maintenance.”  
 
The Federal  Member for  North  Sydney,  Trent  Z immerman,  MP,  sa id  that  today  marks  an 
important  moment  for  one of  Sydney Harbour’s  most  important  h is tor ica l  and  indus tr ia l  
her itage s ites .  
 
“Th is  is  a  s igni f icant  moment in  the h istory  o f  Sydney Harbour as  Sub Base Platypus  enters  the 
f inal  s tage of  reaching i ts  fu l l  potent ia l  as  a  wonderfu l  add it ion to  pub l ic  open space on the 
foreshores .   
 
“The works  wi l l  be funded by the federal  government as  part  o f  the addit ional  $62 mil l ion 
a l located  to the Trust  to  enhance and protect  Harbour Trus t  s i tes .  The new park th is  project  
wi l l  create wi l l  be a  las t ing legacy for  future generat ions  and is  one o f  the projects  I  have been  
most  exc ited to champion for  our  area ,”  s a id  Mr Z immerman .  
 



 

 

Sub Bas e P latypus  has  a  r i ch  mult i - layered h istory,  from Austral ia ’s  ef forts  in  World  War I I  to  
tr iumphs in  the Nat ion’s  engineer ing  and defence work.  Interpretat ion wi l l  focus  on the s ite ’s  
natura l ,  F i rst  Nat ions  and defence her itage,  as  wel l  as  the  ongoing connect ion to Country .  
 
The Harbour Trus t ’s  Sub  Bas e P latypus  and F irst  Nat ions  Adv isory  Committees  have provided 

ongoing  input  throughout the development o f  the des ign.  As  the pro ject  moves  towards  the 

works  phas e,  the Harbour Trust  wi l l  cont inue to  engage with  s takeholders  and the community  

is  inv ited to  jo in  a  drop - in  sess ion to learn more about  the f ina l  des ign and what  the pro ject  

wi l l  de l iver .  Vis i t  www.harbourtrus t .gov.au  to f ind when the s ess ions  wi l l  be  held .   

 

The Harbour Trus t  is  a ls o  launch ing an art  compet it ion focused  on the mult i - layered her itage 

and endur ing  h istor ic  s igni f i cance of  Sub Bas e P latypus,  where ch i ldren can learn more about  

the h istory  o f  the  s ite.  Winn ing entr ies  wi l l  be d isp layed ons i te  dur ing the works  phase,  with  

other  entr ies  pub l ished on the Harbour Trus t  websi te .  To f ind out  more v is i t  the K ids  Corner  

page on the Harbour Trust  webs ite .   

 

About Sub Base P latypus  

 

The s i te  is  Cammerayga l  Country  and was  once a  gas works  provid ing gas  for  street  l ights ,  

homes and bus iness es  on the North Shore of  Sydney.  As  part  o f  the war  ef fort ,  the s i te was  

resumed by  the Commonwealth  Government in  1942 and became a torpedo manufactur ing and 

ma intenance factory  as  wel l  as  a  serv ice fac i l i ty  for  the naval  vess els  of  the  Paci f i c  F leet .  In  

1967 the s ite was  commiss ioned as  the bas e for  the Royal  Austra l ian Navy’s  Oberon -c lass  

submarines  and was  named HMAS Platypus.  The submarine base was  c losed in  1998 and the 

asset  was  transferred to  the Harbour  Trust  in  2005.  

 

 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES:   

Rebecca H i l l  

Rebecca.h i l l@harbourt rust .gov.au  /  0409 266 248  

 

https://www.harbourtrust.gov.au/en/learn/kids-corner/
mailto:Rebecca.hill@harbourtrust.gov.au

